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A quotable quote 
 

Colonel George Hanger’s advice to all sportsman, farmers and gamekeeper’s (G. Hanger, 1814) 

 

A soldier’s musket, if not exceedingly ill-bored (as many are) will strike the figure of a man at 80 

yards; it may even at a hundred; but a soldier must be very unfortunate indeed who shall be 

wounded by a common musket at 150 yards, provided his antagonist aims at him; and as to firing at 

a man at 200 yards with a common musket, you might as well fire at the moon. 

 

Soldiers do much better nowadays! 

 

Association Committee 
 

At the Association’s Annual General Meeting held on 25th September 2015 the following members 

were elected to the committee positions shown. 

 

Sergeant Barry Archer, Vice-President. 

Major Peter Godfrey, Honorary Secretary/Treasurer. 

Colonel Bruce Green, President. 

Major John Hitchen, Committee Member. 

Major Terry O’Brien, Committee Member 

Major John Pegg, Honorary Auditor 

Captain John Price, Committee Member. 

Private Michael Thompson, Committee Member. 

 

Treasurer’s report 
 

With this newsletter is a report tabled at the Annual General Meeting held on 25th September 2015 

by the outgoing Treasurer, Major Ken McKay.  

 

As the Association’s financial year ends on 30th September the report was made as at the end of 

August 2015.  
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Phillip James Considine (c.1948 – 2012) 
 

A number of Association members will recall Captain Phillip Considine who served in UN 

Company in the 1970s. Sadly, Phillip’s wife, Gail Considine recently made the Association aware 

of Phillip’s passing on 10th January 2012, aged only 64.  

 

We became aware of Phillip’s passing as a result of Gail purchasing a copy of the Regimental 

History. Upon receiving the book, Gail recognised a number of names from the time she and Phillip 

were associated with at the Regiment, particularly members who served in the Newcastle area. 

Phillip Considine appears in a Corporal Subject 2 Course photograph taken at Holsworthy, NSW in 

May 1977 re-produced below. He appears in the front row, 5th from the left. 

 

All in the photograph, which is on page 44 of The History of The University of New South Wales 

Regiment 1952 – 2006 published by the Association in 2009 are: 

: 

First (front) Row: L – R: Pte Hayes, L/Cpl McClean, WO2 Spruce (ARA), Sgt Bell, Capt Considine, 

Maj Hutchison, Sgt Robertson, Pte Caldwell. 

 
Second Row: L – R: Pte Gray, L/Cpl Plain, Pte Miller, Pte Van Emden, L/Cpl Brady, Pte Williams, 
Pte Threlfo, L/Cpl Meredith, Pte Knight. 
 
Third Row: L – R: Pte Blondich, Pte Gibbons, L/Cpl Atkinson, L/Cpl Ryan, Pte Lo, L/Cpl 
Marshall, Pte Rands, Pte Vincent, L/Cpl Crawford. 
 
Fourth Row: L – R: WO2 O’Neil (ARA), WO2 Caskey (ARA), Pte Fullerton, L/Cpl Ruxton, 
L/Cpl Hice, Pte Dawson, L/Cpl Willis, L/Cpl Humphreys, Pte Ropel, L/Cpl Oeding, Pte Rhodes, 
L/Cpl Hines, Pte Ward, L/Cpl Bryant, Pte Stewart.  
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Association Mid-Year Lunch 
 

The ISC Room of the Royal Automobile Club at 89 Macquarie Street, Sydney has been booked for 

Friday 1st July 2016 (12.30 pm for 1.00 pm) for the Association’s Mid-Year Lunch. The menu 

chosen is of two courses including pre-lunch drinks (beers, soft drinks and Club wines).  

 

Members’ partners and friends are also most welcome to attend and the cost will be $110.00 per 

person, with payment on the day by cheque or by cash. 

 

Please note your diaries now for the lunch and RSVP by Friday 24th June 2016 to the Secretary, 

Peter Godfrey, at afbanc1@bigpond.net.au or phone him on 0438 555 303. 

 

Association website and Facebook 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the benefit of those who may not be aware, the Association’s website is now at 

http://www.unswr.com.au/index.php.    

 

Designed by Association member Lieutenant Colonel John Howells, the website has an easy to 

navigate menu that provides: 

 a background to the Association and its objectives; 

 a news page (albeit little out-of-date for the moment); 

 a pictorial history of the Regiment; 

 information about membership of the Association together with a printable nomination 

form for potential members; 

 links to other websites including: 

o websites for affiliated regiments;  

o Reserve Forces Day; 

o the Defence Reserves Association (NSW); 

o the Australian Defence Force;  

o the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales (for defence related 

journals); 

o Army- the Soldiers’ Newspaper (published weekly); 

o the National Archives of Australia (for war service records); 

o the National Boer War Memorial (for fund raising and Boer War historical 

articles); and 

o the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (for Office of Australian War Graves 

commemorations and other DVA services). 

  

As a reminder from the January 2015 newsletter, the Association also now has a 

Facebook social networking website for social interaction between members and former 

members of UNSWR. Please click here to log in. 

mailto:afbanc1@bigpond.net.au
http://www.unswr.com.au/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/UNSWR-565360886934884/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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A hanging at UNSWR 
 

A number of Association members were present at Kensington Depot on the night of Tuesday 11th 

August 2015 for the unveiling of the official portrait of Colonel Sandy MacGregor as the 

Honorary Colonel of UNSWR (2007 - 2014).  

 

After the unveiling, all present gathered in the Other Ranks Mess (the Buckley VC Club) for a most 

pleasant supper during which serving members of the Regiment and Association members were 

able to mingle and share views and to recount experiences.    

Like Colonel MacGregor, the artist for the painting, Dave Sturmer served in the 1st Field 

Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers during the Vietnam War.  

The painting, which has been framed and protected with museum quality non-reflective glass, is 

now handsomely displayed in the lecture theatre at Kensington Depot along with the paintings of 

other former Honorary Colonels of the Regiment. 

A photograph of the painting appeared in the January 2015 newsletter which can be seen on the 

Association’s website at http://unswr.com.au/Documents/NL201501.pdf. 

 

The conclusion of Colonel MacGregor’s term as Honorary Colonel marked the end of an era of 

senior officers being appointed as such for UNSWR. His predecessors were: 

Major General the Honorable Justice C.R.R. Hoeben, AM, RFD, (Hon. Col. 2003 – 2007) 
Major General B.A. McGrath, RFD (Hon. Col. 2000 – 2003) 
Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Southwell, OAM, RFD, ED (Hon. Col. 1997 – 2000)  
Brigadier P.C. Parsonage, RFD, ED (Hon. Col. 1991 – 1997) 
Brigadier R.S.P. Amos, RFD, ED (Hon. Col. 1985 – 1991) 
Major General J.M.L. Macdonald, AO, MBE (Hon. Col. 1979 – 1985) 
Lieutenant General Sir Mervyn Brogan, KBE, CB (Hon. Col. 1975 – 1979) 
Major General A.C. Murchison, AO, MC, ED (Hon. Col. 1969 – 1975) 
Major General J.R. Stevenson, CBE, DSO, ED (Hon.Col.1963 – 1969) 
Colonel G.G. Hayman, OBE, ED (1958-1961) (Hon. Col.1959 – 1961; UTR Hon. Col. 1958) 
 
As mentioned in the April 2014 Association newsletter, Brigadier Paul Couch, CSC, RFD 
succeeded Colonel MacGregor with the title of Colonel Commandant. 
 

The Battle of Lone Pine commemorated 
 

As a Centenary tribute to our original Anzacs, the following description is given about the Battle of 

Lone Pine fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey. The description is from a brief given by 

Major Peter Godfrey to visitors on the ground in April 2015. 

 

Overview 

 

The Battle of Lone Pine, also known as the Battle of Kanh Sırt or “Bloody Ridge”, was fought 

between Australian and Ottoman Empire forces from 6 to 10 August 1915 during the First World 

War. 

 

As part of the August Offensive in the Gallipoli campaign, the battle was a diversionary attack to 

draw Ottoman attention away from the main assaults against Sari Bair, Chunuk Bair and Hill 971 

(see sketch Map on the next page). 

 

http://unswr.com.au/Documents/NL201501.pdf
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 The Australians, initially at brigade strength, managed to capture the main Ottoman trench line 

from the battalion that was defending the position in the first few hours of the fighting. However, 

the fighting continued for the next three days as the Ottomans brought up reinforcements and 

launched numerous counter-attacks in an attempt to recapture the ground they had lost. 

 

As the counter-attacks intensified, the Australians brought up two fresh battalions. Finally, on 9 

August, the Ottomans called off any further attempts and by 10 August offensive action ceased, 

leaving the Australians in control of the position. 

 

Despite the Australian victory, the wider August Offensive of which the attack had been a part 

failed. A stalemate then developed around Lone Pine and lasted until the end of the campaign in 

December 1915 when all Allied troops commenced evacuation from the peninsula. 
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Terrain 

 

The Lone Pine battlefield, named for a solitary Turkish Pine that stood there at the start of the 

fighting, was situated near the centre of the eastern line of the Australian and New Zealand trenches 

around Anzac Cove. 

 

Due to its location relative to the beachhead and the shape of the intervening ground, Lone Pine's 

importance lay in the fact that its position provided a commanding view of the Australian and New 

Zealand rear areas. 

 

The main part of the Australian position at Lone Pine was centred on a feature known as "The 

Pimple", where a salient had developed at the point where the Australians' position was closest to 

the Ottoman line. Because of the salient around The Pimple, the Ottomans had focused on 

developing the trenches along the flanks of the position more than the centre and had placed the 

firing positions in the centre in depth in order to gain the advantage of being able to pour enfilade 

fire upon any attacking force. 

 

At the rear of the Ottoman line, near Owen's Gully, was a depression called "The Cup" that was not 

visible from the Australians' position on The Pimple. Despite overflights of the area by British 

reconnaissance aircraft in June, the Australians were unaware of The Cup's existence, and at the 

time of the attack they believed this area to be flat and to consist of further trench lines. In reality, it 

was actually a reserve area where the Ottomans had established a regimental headquarters and sited 

a series of bivouacs in terraces and at the time of the attack there were large numbers of 

reinforcements camped there. 

  

Location of enemy troops 

 

The Turkish forces opposing the Australians at Lone Pine consisted of two battalions from the 47th 

Regiment under the command of Tewfik Bey These battalions amounted to a total of about 1,000 

men, of which 500 were positioned in the trenches along the front, while another 500 were 

positioned further back in depth. 

 

Sitting further back in divisional reserve, to the north-east on "Mortar Ridge", was a battalion from 

the 57th Regiment, which had been relieved from its position on the front line north of Lone Pine 

by an Arab battalion of the 72nd Regiment. 

 

The positions north and south of the Ottoman line at Lone Pine were held by the 125th Regiment at 

Johnston's Jolly, in the north and the 48th Regiment in the south along Pine Ridge. 

 

Preparation 

 

The width of the front of the attack was 150 metres and the distance between the two trench lines 

was about between 55 and 90 metres. To reduce the distance to be crossed, the Australians 

projected a number of tunnels towards the Ottoman trenches from The Pimple. 

 

The preliminary bombardment was stretched over three days—initially confined to a limited "slow 

shoot", building up to a final intense bombardment an hour before the assault – and was successful 

in cutting much of the barbed wire that the Ottomans had placed in front of their position. 

 

The preparation stage of the attack began at 2:00 p.m. on 6 August, when the Australians detonated 

the three mines they had dug in front of the Ottoman lines, in an attempt to create cover for the 

advancing troops. Two and a half hours later the final heavy preliminary bombardment commenced, 
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with Australian, British and New Zealand artillery batteries firing on the Ottoman trench line, while 

naval gunfire support from the British cruiser HMS Bacchante provided counter-battery fire on 

Ottoman artillery positioned along Third Ridge. 

 

The assault 

 

While the artillery prepared the ground for the attack, behind the Australian lines the assault 

formations moved up towards The Pimple. The initial assault was to be undertaken in three waves 

by the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions while the 1st Battalion was to remain back at Brown's Dip in 

reserve. Once the attack was launched, half the force would go via tunnels that had been dug out 

into no man's land, while the other half would simply go "over the top". By 5:00 p.m. all the troops 

had taken up their positions. 

 

Each soldier in the first two waves had been issued a total of 200 rounds of ammunition for his rifle 

along with rations for one day and miscellaneous equipment including a gas mask.  

 

In support, each battalion had four Vickers medium machine-guns, each with 3,500 rounds. Each 

battalion also contributed a platoon whose job would be to throw the 1,200 grenades that the 

brigade had been allocated for the attack. A small section of engineers was also allocated to 

undertake demolitions. 

 

At 5:30 p.m. the Australian 1st Infantry Brigade attacked as the first wave of 1,800 men threw 

themselves forward. Half the force went via the prepared tunnels and half crossed the exposed 

ground between the trench lines. Dubbed the "Daisy Patch", it amounted to a distance of about 

100 metres and it was raked with Ottoman artillery and small arms fire. 

 

From his headquarters overlooking the fighting, Esad Pasha, the senior Ottoman commander, 

began to coordinate the response by passing orders for reinforcements to be brought up and by 

calling down artillery. 

 

Casualties among the first wave of attackers were "relatively light" as the defenders in the front line 

of Ottoman trenches were still sheltering from the preliminary bombardment and had not had time 

to return to their fire steps after it had been lifted. 

 

When the Australians reached the Ottoman trenches they found them roofed with pine logs with no 

easy entrance.  The logs had not been identified by aerial reconnaissance during the planning stage 

for the attack. 

 

As the Ottoman defenders recovered from the artillery barrage, they began firing at the Australians 

through specially cut holes at point blank range.  

 

As the second and third waves of the attack came up, some of the Australians fired, bombed and 

bayoneted from above while some found their way inside through gaps or by lifting the logs, which 

were in places as thick as 10 cm by 23 cm. Others ran on past to the open communications and 

support trenches behind, where they were able to gain access to the trenches. 

 

Over the space of half an hour the Australians took control of the position and, after ejecting the 

remaining Ottomans from the main trench, they established a number of defensive positions along 

the line. 

 

For the Australians the attack had been successful as they had gained possession of the main 
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Ottoman line and after being halted at The Cup they began preparing to defend their gains. Hastily 

erecting sandbag barriers along the parapet, they settled down to wait for the first counter-attack. 

As they did so, the brigade reserve, the 1st Battalion, was brought up. 

 

Ottoman counter-attacks 

Shortly after dark, around 7:00 p.m., the first Ottoman counter-attack came. The close-quarter 

fighting meant that some of the grenades would travel back and forth up to three times before 

exploding. 

 

For the next three days the Ottomans continued to launch incessant and ultimately unsuccessful 

counter-attacks in an effort to recapture the ground they had lost. In total three regiments were 

dispatched. 

 

To keep up the supply, Australians put about 50 soldiers to work at Anzac Cove manufacturing 

makeshift grenades out of empty jam tins: over 1,000 were sent up to the 1st Infantry Brigade late 

on 7 August.  

 

The fighting continued throughout the night of 7/8 August. 

 

Aftermath 

 

The battle was a tactical victory for the Australians as they remained in possession of the ground 

captured and had managed to draw off some Ottoman reinforcements to oppose the wider offensive.  

 

Afterwards, a developed on the Gallipoli peninsula although there were brief periods of localised 

fighting. 

 

Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross for their actions during the fighting at Lone 

Pine, including four men from the 7th Battalion which had been rushed forward to help relieve the 

1st Brigade at the height of the Ottoman counter-attacks. 

 

One of the recipients was Corporal William Dunstan who after the war became the general 

manager of The Herald newspaper in Melbourne. 

 

Another VC recipient was Captain Alfred Shout who had already earned the Military Cross and 

had been Mentioned in Despatches earlier in the Gallipoli campaign. He was mortally wounded at 

Lone Pine and later buried at sea.  

 

The other VC recipients were Privates Leonard Keysor and John Hamilton Corporal Alexander 

Burton and Lieutenants Frederick Tuba and William Symons. 

 

Commemorated at the Lone Pine Memorial on 

the site of the battle are more than 4,900 

Australians and New Zealanders who died in the 

Anzac area and whose graves are unknown and 

in the co-located cemetery are memorials to 

1,167 Commonwealth servicemen of the First 

World War.  

 

 

 

 

The Lone Pine Memorial,  

Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey.  

(Courtesy Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission) 
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The Army Museum of New South Wales 
 

If you have a keen interest in Australian military history, becoming a volunteer at the Army 

Museum of New South Wales might just be for you.  

 

Four members of the UNSWR Association - Colonel Graham Fleeton, Lieutenant Colonel 

Catherine Lewis, Major Ken McKay and Warrant Officer Class Two Bill Skues are already 

members of the Foundation which provides support to the museum. Bill is also a member of the 

Victoria Barracks Corps of Guides. 

 

Housed in the former military prison within Victoria Barracks, Paddington, the museum is a 

regional museum as part of a network of museums under the command of the Australian Army 

History Unit. The museum was opened in 1975 and collects, preserves and displays items relating 

to military forces from 1788 to the present day. 

 

The museum has completed an upgrade of its many exhibits as part of the Centenary of Anzac 

commemorations ongoing throughout Australia and urgently needs more volunteers to attend on 

Thursdays between 9:30 am and 1:00 pm. The task will be to greet visitors, introduce the museum 

and its buildings and to answer visitors’ questions. Depending upon the availability of other staff on 

the day, you may also be needed to receive and tally payments made by visitors. 

Should other commitments prevent you from attending the museum weekly, you might like to 

consider being on a monthly roster. 

 

There are also opportunities also for volunteers to take part in cataloguing and conserving the 

museum collection or to carry out research. Several of the volunteers carry out such work on 

Tuesdays when the museum is not open to the public. For more information, please contact 

Graham Fleeton on telephone number 0412 399 693 or send an email to him at 

gfleeton@ihug.com.au.  

Entrance to the Army Museum of New South Wales, Victoria Barracks, Paddington.  

(Photograph courtesy of Ken McKay) 

mailto:gfleeton@ihug.com.au
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The way we were (UNSWR Annual Camp 1983) 
 
It is recorded in the Regimental History published by the Association in 2009 that the UNSWR 
Annual Camp for 1983 was based at Singleton Barracks. The Regiment then boasted 344 members 
attending out of a unit strength of 455 all ranks. 
 
Also attending the camp were 47 soldiers of the US Army Reserve 100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry 
from Hawaii. The Americans were designated as 4 Platoon which, together with two platoons of 
UNSWR members, formed “V” Company under the command of Major Stan Beaman. The other 
companies in camp were “A” Company under the command of Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) 
Peter Sweeney and Support Company under the command of Captain John Price. 
 
After five days of lead up training, the Regiment and the Americans spent seven days on the 
Singleton field firing range and in the northern part of the Pokolbin State Forest for a Regimental 
exercise nicknamed Pokolbin Warrior. The exercise objective was to practice offensive operations 
in a limited warfare setting in open and close country. 
 
The exercise was noted in the Regimental History as an intense one in which each of rifle platoon: 
 

 advanced to contact for two days as part of a rifle company; 
 spent four half-days in searching platoon areas of responsibility; 
 carried out four platoon quick attacks by day and one quick attack by day as part of a 

rifle company; 
 conducted a deliberate attack by day as part of a rifle company (with an approach by 

night); 
 conducted two deliberate ambushes, one by night and one by day; 
 occupied two hasty overnight defensive positions as part of a rifle company; and 
 observed routine in patrol bases. 

 
Not recorded in the Regimental history is a sketch made at the time by Captain (later Major) 
Dave Robertson which adds a touch of humour and nostalgia. A large copy of the sketch is on the 
last page of this newsletter. 
 

********************* 
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The sketch can be oriented by the Rotate Clockwise command. Just right click on your 
computer mouse to see the command.  
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